Yawkey Wildlife Center
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Description: The Yawkey Wildlife Center encompasses North Island, South Island and most of Cat Island. It is located at the mouth of Winyah Bay in Georgetown County and separated from mainland by the Intracoastal Waterway. The Center is owned by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and managed as a wildlife refuge and research area. The Center is only accessible by boat and public access is limited to guided tours.

Yawkey includes 940 ha of managed wetlands (impoundments) surrounded by 6,200 ha of tidal marsh, forest openings, ocean beach, pineland and maritime forest.  North Island has little shorebird activity, as there are no large mudflats. South Island has the most shorebird habitat with 3 main natural mudflat areas - Mother Norton Shoals, Front Beach North and Front Beach South - and 12 brackish, managed wetlands. At peak migration there may be 20-40,000 shorebirds using created wetlands during spring migration from March to the end of May. This is not a fall migration site, as water levels are kept high for waterfowl.   

The most numerous species from ISS maximum count data are: BBPL (257), WIPL (3,525), KILL (24), GRYE (79), LEYE (1,019), SPSA (16), WILL (78), RUTU (61), REKN (28), SESA (15,193), LESA (361), SBDO (86), DUNL (2,369) and MAGO (43). 

Survey Method: Access is by ferry service or personal boat. Ground surveys at impoundments within two hours of high tide when shorebirds concentrate in managed areas. 

Selection Bias:  None as long as permission for access to do surveys is obtained.  

Measurement error:  Negligible.  

Measurement bias:  Not applicable.

Pilot Studies:  None needed.

Local Contacts:  Louise “Lou” Weber, Warren-Wilson College

