St. Catherine’s Island and St. Catherine’s Island Bar Natural Area
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Description: St. Catherine’s Island is just off the mid-coast of Georgia between St. Catherine’s Sound and Sapelo Sound. It is owned and managed by the non-profit St. Catherine’s Island Foundation. The island’s interior is used for scientific, literary, educational and charitable purposes. About 14,640 acres, the island supports tidal marsh, wetland meadows and ponds. There are also about 7,000 acres of upland, maritime forest. Sand beaches with two inlets border the oceanfront. The 10-mile coast of the island is used by thousands of migratory and resident shorebirds each year. High-use shorebird areas include the south end of Middle Beach, both shores of McQueen’s Inlet, the Southwest tip of the island and St. Catherine’s Island Bar. 
Access: St. Catherine’s is only accessible by boat and public access to the interior of the island is restricted. Contact Royce Hayes for permission to access the island. St. Catherine’s Island Bar is owned and protected by the state and permission from Brad Winn at Georgia DNR is necessary for access to this site. 
There are no ISS numbers available for this site.

Survey Methods: Access is by boat. Ground surveys on the beach.  

Selection Bias: None as long as surveyor has access to a boat.

Measurement error:  *

Measurement bias:  *

Pilot Studies: None needed.

Local Contacts: Royce Hayes, Manager, St. Catherine’s Island; Brad Winn, Non-game Wildlife Natural Heritage Section, Georgia DNR.

