Lanark Reef
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Description:  Lanark Reef lies in the Gulf of Mexico roughly 0.7 miles offshore of Lanark Village in Franklin County. The reef stretches for approximately 6 miles parallel to the coast and contains both submerged and emerged areas. The submerged lands comprise the majority of the reef extending for almost five miles and are rich in sea grasses. The emerged areas are a series of “islands” that stretch for approximately one mile of the reef with a total area of about four acres. The eastern emerged section is heavily vegetated with grasses and shrubs. The western emerged area, which is Type 1 shorebird habitat, is a low, ephemeral sand dune ridge directly offshore of Lanark Village. All islands have spits at the ends. Lanark Reef comprises mostly sand flats, with mud flats occurring at the eastern and western ends during low tide. Most of Lanark Reef is submerged during high tide with only a few grassy areas above water.

The submerged lands are owned by the State of Florida, and the emerged areas are in part privately owned. All portions of the reef are separate from the mainland and lie in very shallow water and are thus accessible only by boat at high tide. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has conducted breeding and wintering surveys at Lanark Reef. The most numerous species on Lanark Island based on maximum counts from the International Shorebird Surveys are:  BBPL (153), PIPL (96), AMOY (110), WILL (704), RUTU (78), REKN (212), SAND (323), SBDO (401), DUNL (965) and MAGO (254).

Survey Method: Ground survey on foot at mid to high tide because the birds are too spread out over a large area at low tide. Visibility is good with a spotting scope.

Selection Bias:  The reef is difficult to access at low tide. The surveyor needs a boat to access the reef. 

Measurement error:  *

Measurement bias:  *

Pilot Studies: Explore all islands to ensure that all Type 1 shorebird habitat is identified.

Local Contacts:  Karen Lamonte, Regional Biologist, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 

