Huguenot Memorial Park
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Description: Huguenot Memorial Park is located in Duval County on Fort George Island, which is on the north shore of the mouth of the St. Johns River. The park consists of 169 acres bounded by ocean, inlet and river. A couple of miles of beach expand both in length and width at low tide. The dune fields are extensive, tall and heavily vegetated. Huguenot Memorial Park is jointly owned by the State of Florida and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and leased to the City of Jacksonville. It is not officially declared a state park. Huguenot Memorial Park can be accessed by vehicle. Shorebirds are accustomed to vehicles on the beach.

Shorebird hotspots at this site are located on the southern border and the northern tip of the park. Near the mouth of the St. John’s River on the southern border of Huguenot Park, there is a jetty stretching into the ocean; this area is known as Ward’s Bank. On the northern tip of Huguenot Park, there is also a long spit of sand jutting into the Fort George inlet. Type 1 habitat occurs along the northern tip and backside of the sand spit as well as the sand spit that runs along the Ward’s Bank jetty area. Type 2 habitat occurs along the eastern shoreline of the park where shorebirds may be found in lower numbers due to disturbance from recreational activity. 

ISS surveys were conducted many years ago and since then, no official surveys have been conducted at Huguenot Memorial Park. Roger Clark has kept some records, which he sent to North American Birds. The most numerous species based on maximum counts from the International Shorebird Surveys are: BBPL (129), WIPL (76), SEPL (634), PIPL (30), KILL (11), WILL (91), RUTU (193), REKN (2069), SAND (338), SESA (150), SBDO (206), DUNL (775), COSN (12). 

In addition to these locations, there are two important tidal bars outside the jurisdiction of Huguenot Park and adjacent Talbot Islands State Park (areas marked with dashed lines on the map). One is located inside the inlet from Huguenot Park; the other has formed just north of the toll bridge over to Little Talbot Island. According to Doris and Pat Leary, who have reported on Red Knots and other shorebirds in this dynamic region for some time, the tidal bar just inside of HMP has accreted extensively into Fort George Inlet and provides critical habitat for knots. Meanwhile, the bar that has accreted in similar fashion just to the north of the toll bridge supports winter-resident Piping Plovers.

Ft. George Inlet / Huguenot Park with tidal bars
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The tidal bars do not show up on most maps as the coastal environment here is highly dynamic and in continuous flux with erosion (see aerial of Ft. George Inlet / Huguenot Park with tidal bars). According to Doris and Pat Leary, the area supports an abundance of inlet, marsh, ocean beach and bay habitats with winter-resident and migrant shorebird populations dispersing across a multiplicity of roosting and foraging sites. 
Survey Method: For Huguenot Park: Ground surveys of the entire park should be conducted at falling tide when shorebirds are closer in and feeding. A 4WD vehicle is recommended to save time. At falling tide, the sand is hardened for better driving conditions. Another option is to park and survey by foot. Visibility is good with the exception of the backside of sandbars, which are not visible from the mainland. A bridge on State Road A1A provides a good overview of the area as well as the sandbars that may be difficult to view from the shore. 

Selection Bias: All areas within Huguenot Park are accessible. However, the tidal bars in Fort George Inlet and north of the toll bridge are located outside the park and may not be easily accessible by surveyors. Currently, many of the Leary’s recent data reports are associated with these sites and they will continue to survey these areas for the ISS. 
Measurement error:  *

Measurement bias:  *

Pilot Studies: None needed.

Local Contacts: Peggy Powell, Duval Audubon Society; Doris and Pat Leary, Fernandina Beach, FL.   

