Cape Romain NWR
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Description: Cape Romain NWR is located in northeast Charleston county and managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The refuge encompasses 64,229 acres, 28,000 acres of which are preserved with the National Wilderness Preservation System. Cape Romain extends for 20 miles along the Atlantic Coast and includes 34,229 acres of beach and sand dunes, salt marsh, maritime forests, tidal creeks, fresh and brackish water impoundments and 30,000 acres of open water. Bull’s Island (5,000 acres) is one of the three largest islands in Cape Romain and the only one that is wooded. There are managed ponds on Bull’s Island and water levels are manipulated to benefit shorebirds, waterbirds and waterfowl. Except for the refuge headquarters and Moores Landing, the refuge is only accessible by boat.

The refuge conducts the Wilkinson Survey, a boat survey, every two weeks. They concentrate on high tide roost sites including beaches, shell rakes, sandbars and docks. There is also the Cubie Survey, a ground survey of Bull’s Island using spotting scopes and binoculars. All areas except the beach and marsh on Bull’s Island are managed ponds. The Bull’s Island beach is surveyed at high tide and the rest of the survey is conducted around that time.

Maximum counts from all areas surveyed by boat in Fall 2000 are: BBPL (160), SEPL (102), AMOY (350), GRYE (19), WILL (450), MAGO (376), REKN (10), RUTU (135), SAND (134), DUNL (2,363) and SBDO (829).

Survey Method: Access is by personal boat or ferry from Moores Landing. The refuge protocol includes boat surveys of high tide roost sites including beaches, shell rakes, sandbars and docks; and ground surveys at and around high tide of Bulls Island habitat.   

Selection Bias:  None.

Measurement error:  *

Measurement bias:  *

Pilot Studies:  None needed.

Local Contacts:  Sarah Dawcey, Biologist, Cape Romain NWR

