Assawoman Bay State Wildlife Area
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Description: Assawoman Bay State Wildlife Area is located in the southeastern corner of Delaware on the Little Assawoman Bay, seven miles south of Bethany Beach. It is comprised of 1,700 acres located on the Miller Neck peninsula, which is bounded by Miller Creek to the north and Dirickson Creek to the south. About 49% of the Wildlife Area is forested and includes 330 acres of tidal marsh and and 264 acres of impounded fresh water ponds. There are five freshwater impoundments: Mulberry Pond, 65 Acre Pond, Zigzag Marsh, 35 Acre Pond and Goose Pond. Assawoman is primarily managed for migrating and wintering waterfowl, white-tailed deer, Delmarva fox squirrels and bobwhites. Management of the impoundments follows a schedule of drawdowns in March and April, re-flooding in mid-May and into June, maintaining water levels during summer until mid-October and flooding as waterfowl arrive. An approach adopted in recent years has been to stagger drawdowns between ponds, attempt to delay drawdowns until late May and early June to encourage shorebird use and to prevent water levels from inundating the higher portions of impoundment vegetation for extended periods of time (> 4 days) following heavy rains or floods.

Wildlife Area hotspots for shorebirds are located primarily at the pond impoundments which are each managed differently to achieve their own conditions. Shorebirds spots include Mulberry Pond, managed for shorebird feeding habitat and 65 Acre Pond, managed for spring migratory shorebird feeding habitat. 

Access is from County Roads 364 and 363 (a paved two lane secondary road). From Route 1, turn west on Route 26 in Bethany Beach, turn left onto Kent Avenue and drive across Jefferson Bridge (about 1 mile). Take the first left after the bridge onto Road 363. Follow Road 363 to Road 364 and turn left. Follow Road 364 (not 364A or 364B) into the Wildlife Area. Follow signs for Mulberry Landing. Six and a half miles of dirt road traverse the area. The area is closed from sunset to 7am. Area maps are available to the public at the Checking Station by the main gate. A copy is posted in the Bulletin Board display as well. No entrance fees required. 

The most numerous species based on maximum counts from International Shorebird Survey records are: GRYE (59), DUNL (60), LESA (360), SBDO (76), SESA (120), SEPL (76), WILL (24) and peep (500).
Survey Method:  Ground surveys at impoundments.

Selection Bias: Adjacent emergent vegetation can limit visibility of portions of the impoundments. 

Measurement error: Relatively minor, but some errors are possible when viewing small species at distances that prevent adequate identification to species. 

Measurement bias: Documenting vegetation conditions during the surveys may be necessary to determine if any biases are occurring.

Pilot Studies: None needed

Local Contacts: Rober Gano

